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Impacts of the twin transition
on the EU furniture industry

The “Sustainable Products
Initiative” and its expected
effects on the furniture sector



6 Commission priorities for 2019-24

A European Green Deal

Europe aims to be the first climate-neutral continent by
becoming a modern, resource-efficient economy.

A Europe fit for the digital age

The EU’s digital strategy will empower people with a new
generation of technologies.

An economy that works for people

The EU must create a more attractive investment
environment, and growth that creates quality jobs,
especially for young people and small businesses.

A stronger Europe in the world

The EU will strengthen its voice in the world by
championing multilateralism and a rules-based global
order.

Promoting our European way of life

Europe must protect the rule of law if it is to stand up for
justice and the EU's core values.

A new push for European democracy

We need to give Europeans a bigger say and protect our
democracy from external interference such as

disinformation and online hate messages.
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The European
Green Deal is a
plan to make the
EU's economy
sustainable.

The European
Green Deal

EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

Brussels. 11122019
COM{2019) 640 final

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT, THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL, THE COUNCIL, THE EUROPEAN
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE OF THE
REGIONS

The European Greea Deal

The key elements of the Green Deal:

(

A zero pollution ambition
for a toxic-free environment

\
Preserving and restoring
ecosystems and biodiversity
|

From ‘Farm to Fork’: a fair,
healthy and environmentally

Mobilising research
and fostering innovation

|

Transforming the
EU’s economy fora
sustainable future

Increasing the EU’s Climate
ambition for 2030 and 2050
/
Supplying clean, affordable
and secure energy
Mobilising industry
for a clean and circular economy
Building and renovatingin an
enerqgy and resource efficient way

Financing the transition

friendly food system

/
Accelerating the shift to
sustainable and smart mobility

Leave no one behind
(Just Transition)

TheEUasa

A European
global leader

Climate Pact

With financial
support from the
European Union
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2.1.3. Mobilising industry for a clean and circular economy

Achieving a climate neutral and circular economy requires the full mobilisation of
industry. It takes 25 years -0 form an ind | sector and all the
value chains. To be ready in ‘0‘0 decisions and actions need to be taken in the next five
years,

From 1970 to 2017, the annual global extraction of matenals tripled and it continues to
grow'’, posing a major global risk. About half of total greenhouse gas emissions and
more than 90% of biodiversity loss and water stress come from resource extraction and
processing of materials, fuels and food. The EU’s industry has started the shift but still
accounts for 20% of the EU’s greenhouse gas emissions. It remains too 'lmcm' and
d dent on a throughput of new material d. traded and p d into goods.
and finally dnspoxd of as waste or emissions. Only 12% of the malmala it uses come
from rn);lmg

The transition is an opportunity to expand inable and job-i i i
activity. There is significant potential in global markets for low-emission technologies,
sustainable products and services. Likewise, the circular economy offers great potential
for new activities and jobs. However, the transformation is taking place at a too slow
pace with progress neither widespread nor uniform. The European Green Deal will
support and accelerate the EU’s industry transition to a sustainable model of inclusive
growth

In March 2020, the Commission will adopt an EU industrial strategy to address the
twin challenge of the green and the digital transformation. Europe must leverage the
potential of the digital transformation, which is a key enabler for reaching the Green Deal
objectives. Together with the industrial strategy, a new circular economy action plan
will help modemise the EU’s economy and draw benefit from the opportunities of the
circular economy domestically and globally. A key aim of the new policy framework will
be to stimulate the development of lead markets for climate neutral and circular products,
in the EU and beyond

Energy-intensive industries, such as steel, chemicals and cement, are indispensable
to Europe’s economy, as they supply several key value chains. The decarbonisation
and modemisation of this sector is essential. The recommendations published by the
High Level Group of energy-intensive industries show the industry’s commitment to
these objectives'®

The circular economy action plan will include a ‘sustainable products’ policy to
support the circular design of all products based on a common methodology and
principles. It will prioritise reducing and reusing materials before recycling them. It will
foster new business models and set to prevent env
harmful products from being placed on the EU market. Extended producer responsibility
will also be strengthened.

While the circular economy action plan will guide the transition of all sectors, action will
focus in particular on resource-intensive sectors such as textiles, construction,
electronics and plastics. The Commission will follow up on the 2018 plastics strategy
focusing, among other things, on measures to tackle intentionally added micro plastics

Giobal R Out 2019 Natural Resources for the Future We Want: The Intemational
Resource Pancl
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and unintentional releases of plastics, for example from textiles and tyre abrasion. The
Commission will develop requirements to ensure that all packaging in the EU market is
reusable or recyclable in an economically viable manner by 2030, will develop a
regulatory framework for biodegradable and bio-based plastics, and will implement
measures on single use plastics

The circular economy action plan will also include measures to encourage businesses
to offer, and to allow consumers to choose, durable and repai
products. It will analyse the need for a ‘right to repair’, and curb the built-in
obsolescence of devices, in pamcular for electronics. Consumer policy will help to

to make infi d choices and play an active role in the ecological
lransmnn New business models based on renting and sharing goods and services will
play a role as long as they are truly sustainable and affordable.

Reliable, comparable and verifiable information also plays an important part in
enabling buyers to make more sustainable decisions and reduces the risk of ‘green
washing’. Companies making “green claims’ should substantiate these against a standard
methodology to assess their impact on the environment. The Commission will step up its
regulatory and non-regulatory efforts to tackle false green claims. Digitalisation can also
help improve the availability of information on the characteristics of products sold in the
EU. For instance, an electronic product paS\poﬂ could provide information on a
product’s origin, , repair and di bilities, and end of life
handling. Public auumnugs including the EU msmunum should lead by example and
ensure that their procurement is green. The Commission will propose further legislation
and guidance on green public purchasing

A sustainable product policy also has the potential to reduce waste significantly.
Where waste cannot be avoided, its economic value must be recovered and its impact on
the environment and on climate change avoided or minimised. This requires new
ding targets and for tackling over-packaging and waste
p'nemlml\ In parallel, EU companies should benefit from a robust and integrated single
market for secondary raw matenials and by-products. This requires deeper cooperation
across value chains, as in the case of the Circular Plastics Alliance. The Commission will
consider legal requirements to boost the market of secondary raw materials with
mandatory recycled content (for instance for packaging, vehicles, construction materials
and batteries). To simplify waste management for citizens and ensure cleaner secondary
terials for by the Ci will also propose an EU model for separate
waste collection. The Commission is of the view that the EU should stop exporting its
waste outside of the EU and will therefore revisit the rules on waste shipments and illegal
€Xports.

Access to resources is also a strategic security question for Europe’s ambition to
deliver the Green Deal. Ensuring the supply of sustainable raw materials, in particular
of critical raw materials necessary for clean technologies, digital, space and defence
applications, by diversifying supply from both primary and secondary sources, is
therefore one of the p to make this s happen

EU industry needs “climate and resource frontrunners’ to develop the first commercial

| of breakthrough technol in key ind I sectors by 2030. Priority
areas include clean h\dmg.tn fuel ull> and other altemative fuels, energy storage, and
carbon capture, storage and utilisation. As an example, the Commission will support
clean steel breakthrough technologies leading to a zero-carbon steel making process by
2030 and will explore whether part of the funding being liquidated under the European

Coal and Steel Community can be used. More broadly, the EU Emissions Trading
System Innovation Fund will help to deploy such large-scale innovative projects.

Promoting new forms of collaboration with industry and investments in strategic
value chains are essential. The Commission will continue to implement the Strate;
Action Plan on Batteries and support the European Battery Alliance. It will propose
legislation in 2020 to ensure a safe. circular and sustainable battery value chain for all
batteries, including to supply the growing market of electric vehicles. The Commission
will also support other initiatives leading to alliances and to a large-scale pooling of
resources, for example in the form of Important Projects of Common European Interest,
where targeted time-bound State aid can help build new innovative value chains.

Digital technologies are a critical enabler for attaining the sustainability goals of the
Green deal in many different sectors. The Commission will explore measures to ensure
that digital technologies such as artificial intelligence, 5G, cloud and edge computing and
the internet of things can accelerate and maximise the impact of policies to deal with
climate change and protect the environment. Digitalisation also presents new
opportunities for distance monitoring of air and water pollution, or for monitoring and
optimising how energy and natural resources are used. At the same time, Europe needs a
digital sector that puts sustainability at its heart. The Commission will also consider
measures to improve the energy efficiency and circular economy performance of the
sector itself, from broadband networks to data centres and ICT devices. The C mmn:mon
will assess the need for more P y on the envi | impact of el
communication services, more stringent when deploying new ks and the
benefits of supporting “take-back” schemes to incentivise people to return their unwanted
devices such as mobile phones, tablets and chargers.
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2.1.3. Mobilising industry for a clean and circular economy

...climate neutrality & circular economy...

From 1970 to 2017, the annual global extraction of materials tripled and it continues to
grow'’, posing a major global risk. About half of total greenhouse gas emissions and
more than 90% of biodiversity loss and water stress come from resource extraction and
processing of materials, fuels and food. The EU’s industry has started the shift but still
accounts for 20% of the EU’s greenhouse gas emissions. It remains too ‘linear’, and
d dent on a throughput of new material d. traded and processed into goods.
and finally disposed of as waste or emissions. Only 12% of the materials it uses come
from recycling'’

...expand sustainable and job-intensive
economic activity...

...adoption of an EU industrial strategy...

...a new circular economy action plan...

Energy-intensive industries, such as steel, chemicals and cement, are indispensable
to Europe’s economy, as they supply several key value chains. The decarbonisation
and modemisation of this sector is essential. The recommendations published by the
High Level Group of energy-intensive industries show the industry’s commitment to
these objectives'®

...the circular economy action plan will
include a “sustainable products” policy...

While the circular economy action plan will guide the transition of all sectors, action will
focus in particular on resource-intensive sectors such as textiles, construction,
electronics and plastics. The Commission will follow up on the 2018 plastics strategy
focusing, among other things, on measures to tackle intentionally added micro plastics

Global Resources Outlook 2019- Natural Resources for the Future We Want: The Intemational
Resource Pancl
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and unintentional releases of plastics, for example from textiles and tyre abrasion. The
Commission will develop requirements to ensure that all packaging in the EU market is
reusable or recyclable in an economically viable manner by 2030, will develop a
regulatory framework for biodegradable and bio-based plastics, and will implement
measures on single use plastics

...to encourage businesses to offer, and to
allow consumers to choose, reusable,
durable and repairable products...

...reliable, comparable and verifiable
information enabling buyers to make
more sustainable decisions...

...waste reduction...

Access to resources is also a strategic security question for Europe’s ambition to
deliver the Green Deal. Ensuring the supply of sustainable raw materials, in particular
of critical raw materials necessary for clean technologies, digital, space and defence
applications, by diversifying supply from both primary and secondary sources, is
therefore one of the p to make this s happen

EU industry needs “climate and resource frontrunners’ to develop the first commercial

lic: s of breakthrough technologies in key ind: I sectors by 2030. Priority
areas include clean hydrogen, fuel cells and other altemative fuels, energy storage, and
carbon capture, storage and utilisation. As an example, the Commission will support
clean steel breakthrough technologies leading to a zero-carbon steel making process by
2030 and will explore whether part of the funding being liquidated under the European

www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu

Coal and Steel Community can be used. More broadly, the EU Emissions Trading
System Innovation Fund will help to deploy such large-scale innovative projects.

Promoting new forms of collaboration with industry and investments in strategic
value chains are essential. The Commission will continue to implement the Strategic
Action Plan on Batteries and support the European Battery Alliance. It will propose
legislation in 2020 to ensure a safe. circular and sustainable battery value chain for all
batteries, including to supply the growing market of electric vehicles. The Commission
will also support other initiatives leading to alliances and to a large-scale pooling of
resources, for example in the form of Important Projects of Common European Interest,
where targeted time-bound State aid can help build new innovative value chains.

...digital technologies...

No specific
mention to the
furniture sector in
the Green Deal.

With financial
- support from the
European Union



08 July 2020

towards a fully decarbonised, more efficient and interconnected energy sector

O 20 May 2020
« Presentation of the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 to protect the fragile natural resources
on our planet
« Presentation of the ‘Earm to fork strategy’ to make food systems more sustainable
O 11 March 2020
Proposal of a Circular Economy, Action Plan focusing on sustainable resource use
O 10 March 2020
Adoption of the European Industrial Strategy, a plan for a future-ready economy
O 4 March 2020
+ Proposal for a European climate law to ensure a climate neutral European Union by 2050
« Public consultation (open until 17 June 2020) on the European Climate Pact bringing together
regions, local communities, civil society, businesses and schools
O 14 January 2020
Presentation of the European Green Deal Investment Plan and the_Just Transition Mechanism
O 11 December 2019
Presentation of the European Green Deal The Eg:gg:al;‘eal
(SAWYER
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European
Commission

Circular Economy
Action Plan

The European
Green Deal

European
Commission

A new Industrial Strategy
for a globally competitive,
green and digital Europe

March 2020

www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu
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O 18 January 2021

New European Bauhaus

O 10 December 2020

European Battery Alliance

O 9 December 2020

European Climate Pact

QO 19 November 2020

Offshore renewable energy.

O 14 October 2020
= Renovation wave

= Methane Strategy,

= Chemicals strategy for sustainability

O 17 September 2020

Presentation of the 2030 Climate Target Plan

(SAWYER
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The New European Bauhaus initiative connects
the European Green Deal to our living spaces.

JTJ/PQ_' ﬁﬁ%@

New European Bauhaus
beautiful sustainable together
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Circular Economy Action Plan - Overview Impacts of the twin transition on the EU furniture industry
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3. KEY PRODUCT VALUE CHAINS 10 KEY PRODUCT VALUE CHAINS

Circular Electronics Initiative, common charger solution, and reward | 2020/2021
systems to return old devices

Review of the Directive on the restriction of the use of certain hazardous 2021
substances in electrical and electronic equipment and guidance to clarify
its links with REACH and Ecodesign requirements

Proposal for a new regulatory framework for batteries ‘ 2020

Review of the rules on end-of-life vehicles ‘ 2021

Review of the rules on proper treatment of waste oils 2022

Th e fu rn Itu re SeCto r I S ‘ Review to reinforce the essential requirements for packaging and reduce | 2021
. 1 (over)packaging and packaging waste
not considered a “key ‘ | . |
. 3y . I\‘Iﬂlndc:_:m‘y requaremcn? 0;\1 l'ecyclied tp]ashlc couteni a]}d plastic waste 2021/2022
reduction measures for key products such as packaging. construction
p rOd u Ct Va.l u e c h a-l n I n materials and vehicles
t h e n eW C i rc u I a r Restriction of intentionally added microplastics and measures on | 2021
unintentional release of microplastics
ECO n O my ACt I O n PI a n LELR Policy framework for bio-based plastics and biodegradable or compostable
1 . plastics
but let's wait to see what _ _
# EU Strategy for Textiles 2021

i S S ai d I n t h e C h a pte r 2 e ‘ Strategy for a Sustainable Built Environment ‘ 2021

Initiative to substitute single-use packaging, tableware and cutlery by | 2021
reusable products in food services

. . With financial
(SAWYER www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu n e o
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4. LESS WASTE, MORE VALUE 16

‘ LESS WASTE, MORE VALUE

Waste reduction targets for specific streams and other measures on waste | 2022
prevention

Neither the furniture
manufacturing activity nor the
furniture at its end-of-life are not

“top priorities” in this chapter.

EU-wide harmonised model for separate collection of waste and labelling | 2022
to facilitate separate collection

Methodologies to track and minimise the presence of substances of | 2021
concern in recyeled materials and articles made thereof

Harmonised information systems for the presence of substances of concern | 2021

Scoping the development of further EU-wide end-of-waste and by-product | 2021
criteria

Revision of the rules on waste shipments 2021

11133

Although this is a “transversal’
aspect and the furniture
sector/product will be affected.

. . With financial
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Circular Economy Action Plan - A sustainable product policy framework (1/3) Impacts of the twin transition on the EU furniture industry

2. A SUSTAINABLE PRODUCT POLICY FRAMEWORK .......
2.1. Designing sustainable products ... — -
2.2. Empowering consumers and public BUYETS ..o ¥l
2.3. Circularity in production PrOCESSES ... wreeeeesveceeeeesessessesee s sseesess s sessmseesesnnns 8

of products’ environmental
impacts are determined at
the design phase

Priority will be given to addressing product groups identified in the context of the value chains
featuring in this Action Plan, such as electronics, ICT and textiles but also furniture and high impact
intermediary products such as steel, cement and chemicals. Further product QME identified based
on their environmental impact and circularity potential.

O =B

Electronics ICT

Textiles

Furniture High impact
intermediary
products




The core of this legislative initiative will be to widen the Ecodesign Directive beyond energy-related products
so as to make the Ecodesign framework applicable to the broadest possible range of products and
make it deliver on circularity.

As part of this legislative initiative, and, where appropriate, through complementary legislative proposals, the

Commission will consider establishing sustainability principles and other appropriate ways to requlate the
following aspects:

& improving product durability, reusability, upgradability and reparability, addressing the presence
of hazardous chemicals in products, and increasing their energy and resource efficiency;

Y increasing recycled content in products, while ensuring their performance and safety;
enabling remanufacturing and high-quality recycling;

> reducing carbon and environmental footprints;
& restricting single-use and countering premature obsolescence;
& introducing a ban on the destruction of unsold durable goods;

) incentivising product-as-a-service or other models where producers keep the ownership of the
product or the responsibility for its performance throughout its lifecycle;

& mobilising the potential of digitalisation of product information, including solutions such as digital
passports, tagging and watermarks;

rewarding products based on their different sustainability performance, including by linking high
performance levels to incentives.

G\AWYER www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu

5
&

Expanding the scope of
the Ecodesign Directive.

New complementary
legislative instruments.

With financial
support from the
European Union



(SAWYER

A SUSTAINABLE PRODUCT POLICY FRAMEWORK

Legislative proposal for a sustainable product policy initiative 2021 h
Legislative proposal empowering consumers in the green transition 2020
Legislative and non-legislative measures establishing a new “right to repair” | 2021
Legislative proposal on substantiating green claims 2020
Mandatory Green Public Procurement (GPP) criteria and targets in | as of 2021
sectoral legislation and phasing-in mandatory reporting on GPP

Review of the Industrial Emissions Directive, including the integration of | as of 2021
circular economy practices in upcoming Best Available Techniques reference

documents

Launch of an industry-led industrial symbiosis reporting and certification | 2022
system

www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu
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European Union



Sustainable Products Initiative:

This initiative will revise the Ecodesign Directive
and propose additional legislative measures as
appropriate, aims to make products placed on
the EU market more sustainable.

= Next step m)

High impact
intermediary
products

O In preparation
U Roadmap ./
Feedback period

14 September 2020 - 16
November 2020

FEEDBACK: CLOSED

UPCOMING

Public consultation

Consultation period

First quarter 2021

FEEDBACK: UPCOMING

Commission adoption

Planned for

Inception Impact
Assessment or in other
words the Commission’s
plan in relation to the
“legislative proposal for a
Sustainable Products
Initiative” with the aim of
collecting citizens /
stakeholders feedback.

The Commission has
received feedback from 193
entities (e.g. EFIC). All these

documents are public.

Fourth quarter 2021

FEEDBACK: UPCOMING

www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu

With financial
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« Widening the scope of the Ecodesign Directive.
The following additional measures will be considered:
« Establishing overarching product sustainability principles.

« Establishing EU rules to make producers responsible for providing more
circular products and intervening before products can become waste.

« Establishing EU rules for setting requirements on mandatory
sustainability labelling and/or disclosure of information.

« Establishing EU rules for setting mandatory minimum sustainability
requirements on public procurement of products.

. . With financial
(SAWYER www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu B ovor fom ene
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The following additional measures will be considered (continuation):
« Requirements to address social aspects.
« Measures on production processes.

« Measures to ban the destruction of unsold durable goods.

Public consultation

Consultation period

we will know the details of its implementation soon...
First quarter 2021

FEEDBACK: UPCOMING

support from the
European Union

/ . . With financial
(SAWYER www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu m



« The European Green Deal and its instruments (European Industrial
Strategy, Circular Economy Action Plan and the foreseen legislative
instruments) will force the Twin Transition of the furniture sector.

« The Sustainable Products Initiative will have a huge impact on the
furniture sector: it will force ecodesign and communication, it will
extend manufacturers’ responsibility and it will affect production.

« The Sustainable Products Initiative is not an “isolated” instrument, it is
interrelated with other future measures: empowering consumers, right
to repair, green claims, mandatory GPP criteria and targets, etc.

. . With financial
(SAWYER www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu m e o

European Union




(SAWYER

SKILLS AND SAFETY NEEDS IN A
CIRCULAR FURNITURE SECTOR

www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu

Impacts of the twin transition
on the EU furniture industry

The SAWYER
methodology in brief
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« Impacts of the Twin Transition on the EU furniture industry

« Collaborative project: SAWYER video:

5 partners

5 national entities

3 external experts

51 experts in the survey
20 experts in the workshop e

7 IR

Thank you very much to all of them !

European Union

. . With financial
(SAWYER www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu m e o
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Impacts of the twin transition
on the EU furniture industry

General vision on how the Twin
Transition will affect furniture sector
jobs

Zn
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General vision on how the Twin Transition will affect furniture sector jobs Impacts of the twin transition on the EU furniture industry

METHODOLOGY

Identification of circular economy key voluntary
& legal instruments and policies

Forecasting survey

Workshop

Forecasting scenario of the EU wood
furniture industry in 2030

State-of-the-art of circular
economy instruments and policies

Task changes forecast

Revised Revised knowledge, skills
OHS risks and competencies

Recommendations for sector stakeholders

www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu




INSTRUMENTS.- Identification

 Circular Economy Package of the EC

» Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment
Directive (WEEE)

* Restriction of hazardous substances in Electrical
and Electronic Equipment (ROHS)

» Energy related Products Directive (ErP or eco-
design directive)

» Extended Producers Responsibility (EPR
schemes)

» Hazardous substances / REACH Regulation
+ Formaldehyde emissions

« EU’s rules on “end-of-waste” criteria

* Flame retardants

» Renewable energy Directive (RED II)

+ lllegal logging and illegal timber trade

Green Public Procurement

Environmental management in organizations
Eco design methodology

Eco labels (Type |, Il, and Ill)

Chain of custody certification

Green building certification

Cascading use of wood

EU industry policy for Forestry
Forest-based Industries Blueprint
Bioeconomy

With financial
m support from the
European Union



INSTRUMENTS.- State of art in the furniture
sector

« At EU level
* In7 EU countries:

Spain, ltaly, France, The Netherlands, Romania,
Bulgaria and Sweden

« Summary Table: Update at EU level

Ve With financial
SAMER support from the
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INSTRUMENTS ANALYSIS.- Example
summary table

Situation/Impact on the furniture sector
Description Level of deploymen’r
EU Ievel Spanish level

2

The Extended Producer Existing d|rec’r|ves o’( !EU iny France hos Only voluntary actions

Responsibility (EPR) is “an level for some specific  implemented two ERP for sepqro’red .

environmental policy produ;’rs (WEEE, ' schemes for dgmeshc collection of furniture
(N le[SYe R {eYe [IIL=1d cpproach in which a SEMEES, She-oi-llie SIE| CEFRRErEEl weseere .
N oYl 11 WAL 4] oroducer’s responsibility for v?h|cles, peElEeng, %Jwrm’rure. . 'mp'em?r‘.*edl.f'“ Spain,

a product is extended to eic.). . © Cqmmls§|on N viamunicipality -

the post-consumer stage At national level, EPR analysing to increase the services or specialised

of a product’s life cycle” schemes for other ERP schemes to other organisations (NGOs or

" products. products (including similar).
furniture).
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FORECASTING SURVEY & WORKSHOP.-
Evolution of these instruments

1. Defined 49 forecasted evolutions by 2030, for the different instruments

2. Evaluation of their level of probability and impact (on-line survey of 50
European professionals from 15 EU countries)

3. Fine-tuning in a workshop in Brussels, by 20 professionals coming from 9
EU countries

With financial
SAMER support from the
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FORECASTING SURVEY & WORKSHOP.- Results

Higher Impact
Lower Probability

Lower Impact
Lower Probability

SKILLE AND SAFETY NESDS I A,
EIRETLAS SUBNIURE SEETDR
s AT e

Higher Impact
Higher Probability

Lower Impact

~ Higher Probability
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General vision on how the Twin Transition will affect furniture sector jobs Impacts of the twin transition on the EU furniture industry

FORECASTING SURVEY & WORKSHOP.- Results

Table 3 - Classification of forecasted evolutions 2030 - workshup results.

Forecasted Evolution
importance = Probability ¥ Impact. Probability: scale 1 - 100, Impact: stale 1- 10

Instrument

Importance

Probability Standard devation
Impact Mean Value

Impact Standard devation

Probability Mean Value

The furniture is designed to reduce the impact of used raw materials (use of recycled materials, 561 | 75 | 15 | 7,48 | 1,61
reduction of hazardous substances content, use of wood with lower environmental impact, use of
proximity wood, etc), provoking changes in the supply chains of companies and in the managing of
old furniture collected when the new one is delivered, generating new business models.

Low, medium and high quality furniture is designed to optimize its recovery at theend of its lifecycle | 537 | 73 | 18 | 7,30 | 1,61
{to facilitate materials disassembly and separation, modularity for reuse of certain parts, reuse and
remanufacturing enhancement, etc.).

Some national authorities define an Extended Producer Responsibility scheme or take-back scheme B34 | 70 |23 | 768 | 1,79
for some furniture products, forcing to define a system for the collection and treatment of these
products at the end of their life cycle, being the organisation that put the product on the market the
one responsible for covering the associated costs.

1
ECD

2
ECD

3
EFR

- 3 . b e o E— — . — -~ raa e e e e - —_— - .- - P
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FORECASTING SCENARIO.- Vision statement

By 2030, with a broadly digitalised furniture sector, the wood-based furniture
manufacturing industry will offer products and services with environmentally
conscientious design based on low impact and traceable raw materials,
sustainable manufacturing processes, and promotion of the best usage and
recovery scenarios for materials and discarded products. Customers (B2B or B2C)
will demand more detailed information about products and their sustainable
characteristics, including life-cycle indicators, and consumer empowerment will be key
in the success of circularity objectives. Authorities (at local, national and European
level) will facilitate circularity by boosting sustainable end-of-life scenarios for
materials and wood-based products, expanding green public and private
procurement schemes and promoting material efficiency policies.

With financial
m support from the
European Union




ReSOLVE levers for Circular Economy

1. Adaptation of levers for the furniture sector

2. Assessment of the impact of the previously identified
instruments to the ReSOLVE levers

3. Effect of the ReSOLVE levers on the tasks of the
different occupational profiles

Framework of the ReSOLVE levers developed by the McKinsey Center and Ellen MacArthur Foundation

Source: McKinsey (2015) Growth within: a circular economy vision for a competitive Europe. Report commissioned by Ellen MacArthur Foundation.

(SAWYER
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ReSOLVE levers

Shift to renewable energies

Shift to renewable materials

Reclaim, retain, and regenerate health of ecosystems
Return recovered biological resources to the biosphere
Reduce product replacement speed and increase product utilisation by sharing it among different users
Reuse products throughout their technical lifetime
Prolong products lifetime through maintenance
Prolong products lifetime through repair

Prolong products lifetime through design for durability
Increase performance/efficiency of products
Customisation/made to order

Reproductible and adaptable manufacturing

Minimize waste in production and supply chain
Increase efficiency of production processes
Remanufacturing products and/or components
Implement Take Back programs

Recycling materials

Promote the cascade use of wood

Promote extraction of biochemicals from organic waste
Virtualise direct aspects of the product

Virtualise indirect aspects of the product

Replace old materials with advanced renewable ones
Apply new technologies

Choose new products and services

With financial
m support from the
European Union




General vision on how the Twin Transition will affect furniture sector jobs Impacts of the twin transition on the EU furniture industry

Foreseen Impact of Instruments on ReSOLVE levers

Scores (X):
_ ReSOLVE lever _ 0.- No impact foreseen in 2030 on wood-based furniture
Manufacturers
1.- Small impact foreseen in 2030 on wood-based furniture
m X manufacturers
manufacturers
5.- Large impact foreseen in 2030 on wood-based furniture
manufacturer

3.- Medium impact foreseen in 2030 on wood-based furniture
ReSOLVE levers Score Instruments Score

Recycling materials 68 Circular Economy Package of the EC 84
Shift to renewable materials 58 Extended Producers Responsibility (EPR schemes) 78
Promote the cascade use of wood 55 Green Public Procurement 74
Choose new products and services 50 Ecodesign methodology 64
Apply new technologies 48 Cascading use of wood 60

With financial
I- support from the
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Occupational profiles

Sales and marketing managers

Industrial production manager

Supply Chain manager (Supply, distribution and related managers)
Maintenance & repair engineer (machinery maintenance and repair workers)
Furniture designers (Product and garment designers)
Cabinet-makers and related workers

Woodworking-machine tool setters and operators

Upholsterers and related workers

Wood processing plant operators

Furniture assembler

Factory hand

With financial
m support from the
European Union



Occupational profiles assessment

cabinet-maker and

related workers |5C0) 7522 — ReSOLVE
levers
Current . o
profile | i °
description g ]
& tasks '

Forecasted
profile
description
& tasks

TWIN TRANSITION
Circular economy transition
(in green for 2030)

Digitalization
(in blue for 2025)

With financial
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Example.- Cabinet-maker and related workers ISCO 7522 (1)

(sAWY

2020

Qccupational profile

Current profile description
Cabinet-makers and related workers make, decorate
and repair wooden furniture, carts and other vehicles,
wheels, parts, fittings, patterns, models and other
wooden products using woodworking machines,
machine tools and specialized hand tools.
= Works in accordance with basic health and
safety regulations, including environmental
protection and efficient energy use.
= Works in a customer-oriented manner.
* Cansiders cost- and time-effectiveness when planning

and organizing his/her work in his/her area of influence,

* Contributes to continuous improvement
of work processes in the company.
* Coordinates work with the rest of the
team, report to his/her team leader.
* Cooperates with other departments (administrative,
commercial and technical services).
e Assists in the implementation of
quality assurance activities.

n
5

2025/30

Occupational profile

Description forecast of the occupational profile in 2030
Cabinet-makers and related workers make, decorate and repair wooden furniture,
carts and other vehicles, wheels, parts, fittings, patterns, models and other
wooden products using highly digitized, connected, ecoefficient and automated
woodwaorking machines and machine tools as well as spedialized hand tools.
s Works in accordance with basic health and safety regulations, including
environmental protection and efficient energy use,
e |sgs digitization tools to work in a customer-oriented manner.
» Considers cost, environmental impact and time-effectiveness when
planning and organizing his/her work in his/her area of influence.
= Contributes to continuous improvement of work processes in the company.
* Coordinates work with the rest of the team, report to his/her team leader.
» Cooperates with other departments (administrative, commercial, ICT and technical services).
¢ Assists in the implementation of quality assurance and sustainability activities.
¢ Assists in the reduction of the environmental impact of the manufacturing, repair,
remanufacturing or recycling processes (e.g. waste generation or energy use reduction, etc.).
» Applies a life-cycle thinking and favour the future disassembly of
the product for maintenance, repair, reuse or recycling.

With financial
u support from the
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Example.- Cabinet-maker and related workers ISCO 7522 (2)

Current profiles tasks Profile tasks forecast
Operating woodworking machines such as power Operating connected, digitized, ecoefficient and highly automated, even autonomous
saws, jointers, mortisers and shapers, and using woodworking machines, such as power saws, jointers, mortisers and shapers,
hand tools to cut, shape and form parts and and using hand tools to cut, shape and form parts and components,

A components.
- Selecting, controlling, mounting and replacement
of cutting tools on the woodworking machines.
- Operating woodworking machines.

g * Selecting, controlling, mounting and replacement of cutting tools on the woodworking machines.
* Operating connected, digitized, ecoefficient and highly automated woodworking machines.
* Optimising the use of resources and energy and reducing to
maximum the generated waste (e g. wood scrap).

products for separation of materials and elements for further recovery or recycling.

New tasks

Operating tools and highly digitized, connected and automated woodworking machinas
H for the maintenance, reparation and/or re-manufacturing of wood-based furniture
products, induding deaning, polishing and/or additicnal finishing treatments.

(\ With financial
SAWYER u support o the

European Union
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Task changes
forecast is the
basis for the
following
assessments

-
SKILLE AND SAFETY NESDS I A,
EIRETLAS SUBNIURE SEETDR
s AT e

|dentification of circular econamy key voluntary
& legal instruments and policies

Forecasting survey

Workshop

Forecasting scenario of the EU wood
furniture industry in 2030

Task changes forecast

Revised Revised knowledge, skills

OHS risks and competencies

Recommendations for sector stakeholders

State-of-the-art of circular
economy instruments and policies

With financial
m support from the
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Impacts of the twin transition
on the EU furniture industry

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR
ATTENTION!!

Juan Carlos Alonso.- Circular Economy Expert

Europaan Fedaration E Fl C With financial
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Impacts of the twin transition
on the EU furniture industry

Forecasted OSH risks
changes in furniture
occupational profiles
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Introduction

Furniture industry Twin Transition: new challenges for occupational health and safety.

New types of workplaces, new processes, new technologies and new materials and
products — new work-related health and safety risks?

* Identify and understand what the work-related health and safety risks are
* manage worker’ health and safety risks
 —workers’” health and safety can clearly be improved.

With financial
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Risk Factors

* Mechanical Hazards

« Ergonomic/ Physical Workload

» Electrical Hazards

« Hazards due to Physical Effects

* Fire and Explosion Hazards

« Work environmental hazards

» Hazardous Substances

« Biological Agents

« Psychosocial Hazards/Mental Workload

>
§2>
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Risk factors in the furniture industry
Haards  JRsk

Mechanical hazards

*  Unprotected moving parts Risk of stabs, cuts, amputations of fingers from hand and power tools.
*  Parts with hazardous shapes Risk of entanglement of body parts into rotating parts or machinery.
*  Moving means of transport and Risk from uncontrolled moving cobots and robots 1
tools Remanufacturing and selective disassembling could require new types of
* Uncontrolled moving parts tools. T

Ergonomic hazards

* Heavy loads/heavy dynamic work  Risk of pain from heavy loads and heavy dynamic work.

*  Awkward position/unbalanced May decrease - due to use of robots/cobots J
strain May increase - dismantling of manufactured goods
* Repetitive movements Risk of pain or injury from performing repetitive tasks.
* Lack of exercise; inactivity Risk of inactivity — working on digital devices/control centres - chronic neck

and back pain, obesity and cardiovascular diseases T

With financial
u support from the
European Union




Risk factors in the furniture industry
Hazards  Rsks

Electrical hazards

Electric shock Risk of electrocution from poorly maintained or broken machinery and
electrical cables.

Hazards due to physical effects

Noise Exposure to loud noise from machinery and tools.
May increase - repair activities or may decrease due to eco-design of il
machinery operating quieter and more environmental-friendly.
Vibration Risk of hand-arm vibration from vibrating tools or workpieces.
May increase - repair activities or may decrease due to eco-design of il
machinery operating with less vibration energy and more environmental-
friendly.

Laser light Exposure to laser light from laser cutting machines. 1

(‘\ With financial
SAWYER u support o the
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Risk factors in the furniture industry
Haards  JRsk

Fire and explosion hazards

*  Flammable substances Risk of fire and explosion risks from chemicals and wood dust.

«  Explosion May increase - recycling of wood products - wood dust and fine particles
during the crushing. §
May decrease — less hazardous substances (solvents, cleaning products and
lubricants ) ; efficient dust extraction 1

Work environmental hazards

*  Poor lighting conditions Risk of glare or insufficient light as well as flickering light.

* Climate Risk of being exposed to hot or cold work environment

*  Poor ventilation Risk of being exposed to a working environment with poor ventilation or fresh
air.

With financial
u support from the
European Union




Risk factors in the furniture industry
Hazards  Rsks

Dangerous substances

* Dust Risk when handling dangerous substances

e  Solvents Risk may decrease - use of robots/cobots and digital machinery §

«  Carcinogens Risk may decrease — include OSH in the design of products, use of less

¢  New materials (e.c. Nanomaterials) dangerous substances \ ¢
«  Recycled materials Risk may increase - using recycled material (lack of information on chemicals in

recycled products); using new materials (unknown hazards) 1
Biological hazards

* Handling microorganism Risk from non-targeted activities with microorganism
Risk may increase - remanufacturing activities and take-back systems of old
furniture (e.g.mould) %

With financial
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Risk factors in the furniture industry
Hazards  Rsks

Psychosocial hazards

*  Cognitive strain Cognitive interactions with autonomous equipment and virtual reality — stress
Increased demand on competences and up-to-date knowledge — stress.
*  Stress due to long period Long period of concentration (computer, new software, multitasks).
concentration and awareness
* Increased demands on flexibility Working from everywhere (mobile devices). Risk of being permanent available outside

working hours.
Remanufacturing and repair, working with recycled material, deciding on circular
economic and sustainable oriented strategies/products/marketing projects, and use of
renewable energy sources

*  Lack of work experience New software and digital devices require training —overloaded, not experienced
enough.
New materials/new methods and procedures, new strategies — new skills needed, not
experienced enough

*  Working alone/isolation Working without colleagues or only with robots — isolation

(SAWYER
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2020

Occupational profile

Current profile description
Czhinet-makers and relatad workers make, decorate
and repair wooden furniture, carts and other vehides,
wheels, parts, fittings, patterns, models and other
wooden products using woodworking machines,
machine tools and specialized hand tools.
* Works in 2ccordance with basic heslth and
safety regulations, inchuding emdronmentzl
protection and efident energy usa.
* Waorks in 2 customer-oriented manner
» Considers cost- and Bme-eHectveness when planning
and organizing his/her work in his/her area of influenca.
» Contributes to continuous irmprovernent
of wark processes in the company
» Coordinates work with the rest of the
team, report to his/her team leadar
» Cooperates with other departments {administrative,
rommercial and techrical services).
» Assists in the implementaton of
guality assurance activities,

Current profiles tasks

Operating woodworking machines such as power
saws, jointers, mortisers and shapers, and using
hand tools to cut, shape and form parts and

A components,
- Selecting, controlling, mounting and replacement
of cutting tools on the woodworking machines.
- Dperating woodworking machines

Cabinet-Makers

No changes @ Reduced due to Circular Economy @ New or increased due to Circular Economy @ Reduced due to digitalization

(SAWYER
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Forecasted OSH risks changes in furniture occupational profiles Impacts of the twin transition on the EU furniture industry

Hazards and risks changes

Current and forecastad risks changes due to sector crcular economy Cabinet-Makers

transition {in green for 2030) and digitalization {in blua for 2025) for the
eccupational profile: Cabinet-maker and refated workers - 1500 7522

Wark area: workshaps with wood processing Mmmﬁwswﬁwudmnﬂmlﬂﬁmﬂmhd&ﬁm!ﬂﬂz&mﬁﬂ
machines, hand and power tooks suchas crosscutfripsaws), wood storage, storeps of new and recycisd matsrials, finishing of wood products; use
[sanders, drcutar/orossout/ripsaws), wood of digitalized tools, disassembly, dismantling. repair, reuse, mamtenance and remanufecburing of furmiture,
storage, finishing of wood products.
Mechanical hazards
= Mechanical hazards from moving machines  + Mechanical hazards from moving machines and tools and from cobots and robaots. Waoodwaorking
and tools. Wioodworking machineny machinery exposes warkers to risks of being injured by unprotected moving parts, contact with
Exposes workers to risks of baing injured mowing hiades (saw blade, drill. lack back etc), uncontrofled mowing parts (flying objects. wood
by unprotected maving parts, contact chips) and parts with hazardous shapes (cutting, pointed, roughl. Some risks from mechamical
with mowing bladies (saw blade, drill, kick hazards may decrease, depending on takeower of specific tasks by cobots/robots. Most of
hack etc), uncontrolled mowing parts industnal cobats and rmbots are unaware of their surroundings therefore they can be dangerous

[flying objects, wood chips} and parts with bt workers. Industrial robobs can pose several types of hazards based on their orgin: Mechanical

harardous shapes (outting, pointed, roughl. harards such as those arising from unintended and unexpected movements or release of tools.
Remanufacturing and selective disassembling could require new type of tools not availabls.
Better desin of products {ecodesgn) could reduce hazards assocated to assembly/
disassemibly operations, using optimised Ening systems, etc

Eths,nmquﬁ.ﬂﬁ;nnﬂm

www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu




Conclusion

Digitization:

* Lighten work that is physically demanding or monotonous @

e Remove workers from hazardous environments @

* Automatically indicate whether a machine needs maintenance @

* Psychosocial risks: increasing workloads and task complexity, excessive working hours
and constant reachability, isolation @

* Lack of exercise; inactivity @

With financial
vSAMER m support from the
L European Union




Conclusion

Circular economy/Green economy:

* Recycling - lack of information on chemicals in recycled products @
* Green chemistry — less hazardous substances @

* Dismanteling and repair - mechanical and ergonomic risks @

* Ecodesign - reducing ergonomic risks @

With financial
m support from the
European Union




Conclusion

The twin transition offers a chance to sustainable growth, health and safety of
workers, while saving the environment and its natural resources. However, the
integration of occupational safety and health from the very beginning — during the
design of production processes in accordance with sustainability and green principles -
is essential. The furniture industry can only be truly sustainable when ensuring the
safety, health, and welfare of its most important resource: its workers!

With financial
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SKILLS AND SAFETY NEEDS IN A
CIRCULAR FURNITURE SECTOR

www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu

Impacts of the twin transition
on the EU furniture industry

Forecast changes in skills,
knowledge and competences due
to the Twin Transition

C=ENFIM
10/03/2021 Furnishings Cluster

= £ EFIC EES USA B L
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Methodology SKC

ESCO profiles (11 related to furniture sector)

1. Analysing tasks, following description in ESCO
2. Impact ReSOLVE levers

3. Definition of the changes in tasks due to Twin Transition

With financial
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Methodology

4. Skills and competence needs
based upon the impact of the ReSOLVE levers™ as main causes and
reasons of this change

Essential skills and competences

Essential knowledge

New essential skills and competences

Generic green skills, knowledge and competences

Qo oW

European Union
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Skills and competences needs
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Forecast nges in skills, knowledge and competences due to the Twin Transition Impacts of the twin transition on the EU furniture industry

Repair furniture frames | YES, changed L] °
Sand wood | YES, changed ] L )
Tend boring machine | YES, changed L L] .
Disassemble wood-based furniture products NEW LR ° e (o o o
Artharstaps boves ey oy | EW [@e]e] @ | @ [o]e]e
Repair wood-based furniture pieces, where needed NEW e|(e o o L] e o @
Essential knowledge
Construction products | YES,changed o (@ @ | @ e e e e
Furniture trends | YES, changed e e & @ o
Sanding techniques | YES, changed e | o L]
Essential skills and ¢ tence Technical drawings | YES, changed LN ] e e e e
Apply a protective layer | YES, changed ° L] ° ° Types of wood | YES, changed . ® (®|s|e
Apply wood finishes ~ YES, changed ® ° ° ® Wood products | YES,changed e | @ e o e @
Clean wood surface ~ YES, changed ® [ e e Woodturning | YES, changed ® e ° °
Create furniture frames  YES, changed K . ° . . Generic green skills, knowledge and competences (*)
Create smooth wood surface  YES, changed ° ™ Environmental awareness and willingness to learn NEW LN ) L] e o @
Design objects to be crafted  YES, changed | @ L] ° ° Systems and risk analysis skills NA
Design ariginal furniture ~ YES, changed L] [ ° Innovation skills NEW
Join wood elements ~ YES, changed e e ° L L] L] Coordination, management and business skills NA
Operate drilling equipment | YES, changed L AR ] L] ° L] ° Communication and negotiation skills NEW ° L]
Operate wood sawing equipment  YES, changed [ T e L] L ° Marketing skills NA
Repair furniture frames  YES,changed @ e e | e e | e ° ° ® Strategic and leadership skills NA
Sandwood | YES, chan-ged . ° ° L] L] Consulting skills NEW |88 o .
Tend boring machine  YES, changed [ B ] L] L] ° ° Networking, information technology and language skills NA
Disassemble wood-based furniture products NEW L] e o e (o o | [ ] L] Adaptability and transferability skills NEW o|o|e e o e o
fil mﬂ:&jiﬁ;ﬁ%&ﬁg e?f;i;cfl:; NEW e o e e (o o @ ° L] Entrepreneurial skills NA
Repair wood-based furniture pieces, where needed NEW e o o o e (o oo . . Waste, energy and water quantification and monitoring NEW
Essential knowledge Material use and impact quantification and monitoring NEW e|le o o e |0 o
Construction praducts  YES, changed ‘ Material use and impact minimisation NEW

circularfurniture-sawyer.eu
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New specific technical skillsets

= Disassemble wood-based furniture products

= Examine disassembled pieces for further steps (re-use, re-manufacture,
recycle, upcycle)

= Repair wood-based furniture pieces, where needed

=> “topping up”

( With financial
SAMER m support from the
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Generic green skills

Four categories

1. Cognitive competencies (1 to 3)

1 Environmental awareness and willingness to learn
2 Systems and risks analysis sKkills
3 Innovation skills
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Generic green skills

Four categories

2. Interpersonal competencies (4 to 9)

Coordination, management and business skills
Communication and negotiation skills

Marketing skills

Strategic and leadership skills

Consulting sKkills

Networking, information technology and language skills

O©o0O~NO O b~
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Generic skills et
Four categories

3. Intrapersonal competencies (10 and 11)

10 Adaptability and transferability skills
11 Entrepreneurial skills

/ With financial
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Generic green skills

Four categories
4. Technological competencies (12 to 14)

12 Waste, energy and water quantification and monitoring
13 Material use and impact quantification and monitoring
14 Material use and impact minimization

(\ With financial
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Conclusions SKC (1)

= Qualification level: higher and more specialized
* No increased need for (new) hard skills, only some ‘topping up’

= Complete integration of digital and green skills

(\ With financial
SAM]E&/ZOZ 1 u /3upport from the
TiaERE European Union
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Conclusions SKC (2) AN

= Cognitive, social and behavioural skills become priority )
= Mindset!

= Own responsibility for learning and self-improvement

o> With financial
VASAMER m support from the



Vocational Education & Training

= Green & digital & open campus

= Hybrid learning environments & WBL

= Green & digital curriculum: adaptive and evolving
= Green & digital research & recognition of skills

» Green & digital & learning culture

(\ With financial
SAM]E,R?:/ZOZI E /3ypport from the
bt s European Union



Forecast changes in skills, knowledge and competences due to the Twin Transition

THE CAPACITY
TO LEARN IS A
GIFT; THE
ABILITY TO

LEARN IS A
SKILL; THE
WILLINGNESS
TO LEARN IS A
CHOICE.

With financial
I- @gaport from the
LI uropean Union



uropean Union



SKILLS AND SAFETY NEEDS IN A
CIRCULAR FURNITURE SECTOR
www.circularfurniture-sawyereu

Impacts of the twin transition
on the EU furniture industry

Recommendations for
legislators, companies, VET
regulators and providers

CENFIM  sovwnons | QE F | — With financial
Furnishings Cluster S - .l U _A m support from the
- European Furnituse Industries Confederation FEDERLEGNOARREDO European UnIOn



Introduction

Aim of this presentation:

Provide few hints to sector stakeholders on how to deal with
the sector Twin Transition, specifically for: :

|_eqgislators / policy-makers

Entrepreneurs and companies

SHILLE AND SAFETY NESDS A,
EIRETLAS SUBNIURE SEETDR
s A e e



Need to keep in mind sector general framework

A sector with more digitalized, interconnected, more circular products
Produced in new types of workplaces
Produced using:

 New materials

 New technologies

* New manufacturing processes

Offered through new different business models

7 With financial
SAMER support from the
S Eurapean Union



Sector needs

Companies and workers will need new KSCs
Need to look at new or changed OHS risks
Need for clear, effective and sustainable legal frameworks and rules

Communicate better their environmental achievements

Strong & continuous collaboration among all sector stakeholders

key role for its implementation:

Policy-makers and VET regulatory entities and provider

/7 With financial
SAMER m support from the
S0 D saeET 0 European Union
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Recommendations for the EU VET system

When redesign our educational policies and programs:

« Strengthen the cooperation with all stakeholders, especially sector industry
« Keep sight on the long-term, anticipate & build skills for the future
 Integrate new skills sets (for green and digital world) already at early stage
« Support workforce in developing a new mindset of continuous learning

 Increasing importance of demand driven systems

g With financial
SAMER support from the
S Eurapean Union



Practical recommendations

Look at new and emerging digital learning methods (e.g. MOOC)

Work-based training is provided in collaboration with current specialized workforce
Increase green training programs, courses and practices

Join skills alliances within the sector

Join research on the recognition of skills outside of normal learning paths

Contribute to create a learning culture within the companies

With financial
SAMER support from the
S Eurapean Union



Recommendations for policy makers

Support and facilitate the social dialogue at all levels within the sector
Produce harmonized rules at National / EU / international level

Simple and smarter Circular Economy rules for companies

Facilitate harmonized information are provided to consumers & businesses

Support both the EU VET systems and companies transformation

7 With financial
SAMER support from the
AR Eu i

ropean Union



Few practical examples

« Facilitate and promote ecodesign
* Promote better usage and recovery scenarios
« Expanding public and private green procurement schemes

* Provide specific and financial support to companies and VET provision

With financial
SAMER support from the
S Eurapean Union



RECOMMENDATIONS for companies Impacts of the twin transition on the EU furniture industry

Recommendations for companies

Look at the Twin Transition from 2 different perspectives:
« Challenges and threats to be tackled and overcome

« Opportunities to be exploited and communicated

With financial
I- support from the

| European Union



From a strategical perspective look at:

 The new emerging legislations and voluntary instruments

 The Key Enabling Technologies and the emerging ones

 The emerging market demands putting attention on:
 New business models for their products (such as servitization, etc)
« The different opportunities that can emerge

« And in general the different opportunities that can emerge

g With financial
SAMER support from the
S Eurapean Union



From a practical perspective, look at:

* The needs for the new or increased KSCs
* New or changed Occupational Health and Safety risks

« Possibilities offered by the shared economy and by the collaboration
with complementary companies and entities

« Communicate environmental achievement and exploit opportunities
for funding and support

g With financial
SAMER support from the
S Eurapean Union



Properly respond to challenges and threats
Properly exploit the opportunities

posed and offered by the Twin Transition

support companies long-term competitiveness at world level

preserving workers health, safety and jobs

7 With financial
SAMER support from the
S Eurapean Union



RESULTS SAWYER conference mentimeter 10/03/2021

Which do you think is the most relevant level of social "
dialogue in the Twin Transition process?

1st National/sector
S level

2nd Company level

4th Workplace level

sector?

»B

Which of the following statements better characterises the ““™
coming transition process in the furniture sector?

13

can bulid on existing Wie will foce o switch

from school and dual
learning towards
workpiac

=
learning.

Which one of the following statements better "
characterises the coming transition process in the furniture



Which should be the main recommendation to legislators ~ “"etm
when developing circular economy rules?

Develop harmonised rules at EU level,
1 Including circularity parameters,
st standardisation and considering
Iindustry good practices.

Stimulate market demand for circular
2nd products and services, both from
consumers and public buyers.

3rd Re-address current legislations based
r on linear logic.

(24]
a
Which benefits does a more circular design Ja—
bring?
1ot _ s
ond recycling
2nd Increased resource efficiency.
o ==
a
i Mentimeter

Which should be the main role of EU Social Partners
in the Twin Transition?

Making results as
1st tangible as possible for
companies and workers.

Providing
2nd recommendations to EU
policymakers.

Anticipating challenges
3rd in relation to skills and
OSH risks.

)



